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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-10 with telefax of 04/04/2002 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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The following document is referred to in this communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to in the rest of the procedure; 

D2: SITAO ET AL: "USING DEVICE DRIVER SOFTWARE IN SCADA SYSTEMS", 
2000 IEEE POWER ENGINEERING SOCIETY, WINTER MEETING. 
CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS. SINGAPORE, JAN. 23-27, 2000. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(li) with regard to novelty, Inventive 
step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 

1.1 Claim 1 

The closest prior art, represented by D2, discloses a system for organizing device 
driver software in SCADA (Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition) systems, 
whereby the software is divided into three layers. The middle one of these 
contains the device driver software and creates a uniform interface via which the 
client terminals can access the different devices ("resources", using the terms of 
the present application) below. 

It does not disclose, however, a reconfigurable driver application for each terminal 
which is configured in accordance with the particular resource selected by the 
terminal and controlled by an authorization server, as defined in independent 
claim 1 , These features solve the problem of how to achieve easy and quick 
resource access control, unhampered by changes in device type and resource 
network address. 

Therefore, the system defined in claim 1 is not obvious, and claim 1 satisfies the 
requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

1.2 Claims 2-5 

Claims 2-5 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore also meet the requirements of 
Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

1.3 Claims 

Claim 6 defines the method implemented by the system of claim 1 and therefore 
also meets the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 
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1.4 Claims 7-10 

Claims 7-10 are dependent on claim 6 and therefore also meet the requirements 
of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the intemational application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor is D2 mentioned in the 
description. 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 6.2(b) PCT, the technical features mentioned 
in the claims are not followed by reference signs relating to those features. 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 6, 3(b) PCT, the claims have not been cast in 
the two-part form, with those features which in combination are part of the prior art 
(see D1) being placed in the preamble. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

The last paragraph of the description ("The foregoing description ...") implies that 
the subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different from that 
defined by the claims, which results in lack of clarity of the claims (Article 6 PCT) 
when used to interpret them. 
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WE CLAIM: 



L A network resource access system for providing network terminals with access to network 



resources over a network, the network terminals each including areconfigurable driver application, 
the driver application comprising a network resoxtrce driver for facilitating commimication of 
application data with one of the network resoiarces, a driver administrator for receiving resource data 
associated with the one network resource, and a data traosmitter in communication with the driver 
administrator and an output of the resource idriver and configured to transmit the application data 
over the network to the network resource in accordance with the received resource data, the network 
resource access system comprising: ; 

a resource registry including resource records associated with the network resources, the 
resource records defining configuration data for each said network resource; and 

an authorization server in communication with the resource registry and being configured 
to receive firom one of the network terminals a request to cornmxmicate with a selected one of the 

r 

network resources, and to conjSgure the driver application of the one network terminal for 
conununication with the selected one network resource in accordance with a correspondence 
between the resoxu^cc configuration data and a configuration parameter associated with the one 
network terminal. 

2. The network resource access system according to claim 1 , wherein the configuration data includes 
a user access level, and the authorization server is configured to configure the driver application of 
the one network terminal in accordance withia correspondence between the configuration parameter 
of the one network termiual and the user access level associated with the one network resource. 

3. The network resource access system according to claim 2, wherein the configuration parameter 
comprises at least one of a network address associated with the one network terminal, and a 
usemame associated with a user of the one network termiual. 

4. The network resource access system according to claim 2, wherein the resource records define 
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a network address associated with each smd network resource, and the authorization server is 
configured to configure the driver application of the one network tenninal with the respective 
network address. 

5, The network resource access system according to claim 3, wherein the authorization server is 
configured to establish a secure commimications channel with the one network terminal, and to 
provide the driver application of the one network tenninal with the respective network address over 
the secure communications channel. 

! 

6. A method for providing network terminals with access to netwoik resources over a network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request fi-om one of the network terminals for communication with one of the 

network resources; i 

obtaining resource configuration data associated with the one network resource; and 
configuring the one network tenninal for communication with the one network resource in 

accordance with a correspondence between the resource configuration data and a configuration 

i 

parameter associated with the one network terminal. 

i 

1 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the fesoxirce configuration data includes a network 
address associated with the one network resource, and the configuring step comprises providing the 
one network terminal with the network address, 

i 

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the configuring step comprises the steps of 
establishing a secure communications channel withthe one network terminal, and providing the one 
network terminal with the network address over the secure communications channel. 

I 

9. The method according to claim 6, wherein the reisource configuration data includes a user access 
level, and the configuring step comprises providing the one network terminal with the network 
address in accordance with a correspondence between the configuration parameter of the one 

1 
I 
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network terminal and the user access level associated with the one network resoxirce. 



10. The network resource access system according to claim 9, wherein the configuration parameter 
comprises at least one of a network address associated with the one network terminal, and a 
useraame associated with a user of the one network tmninal. 
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